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fatal 18th of March, 1890, aud helped him to prepare
his " Memoirs," of which, so long as he was engaged
upon them, his valuable assistance materially enhanced
the trustworthiness.

It may be added that Bucher remained unmarried,
and that, considering his position, he had little inter-
course during recent years with his fellows.   His friends
in   diplomatic   circles included  Schloeteer,   Limburg-
Stirum,  and   Kusserow;   and   in   the   financial   and
industrial world,  Hansemann  and   "Werner   Siemens.
The bond between him, Victor Helm, and myself was
our common veneration  for   the   Chancellor and our
equally deep contempt for hypocrisy and place hunting.
His character in company was that of a sober, taciturn
man, who was, nevertheless, by no means devoid of
poetic feeling and humour, who could tell many a good
story in an effective manner, and who sometimes talked
also in very pleasant fashion of his canaries and the
Alpine flowers in his herbarium.   His ideas and feelings
were expressed in a low tone,, without being wanting in
energy.    A cool head, but a warm heart; still water, but
clear and deep.    I have given more time and space to
his picture than I had intended at first, but I believe I
shall have thereby compensated for the mischief done
by others to his memory; for I remember that Count
Caprivi's   menials, who had  the  preparation   of  the
Reichsanzeiger, thought it sufficient to devote three dry
lines to his departure when he passed into eternity at
Glion, on the Lake of Geneva, on the 12th of October,
1892.

I propose to deal with Keudell later. Of Billow I
will only remark that he is a man of routine, of moderate
ability, and is understood to be not altogether free from
an inclination to intrigue. Geheimrath Hepke, a lean,